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THE BUILDERS ON THE WALL

Part 1





Neh. Ch.3

Intro. : Three types of people were connected with the building of the Wall – Workers, Shirkers and Jerks.



 The Building of the Wall can be likened to the “Repairing” [putting things Right] in the local church.

A.
The Workers At The Wall.
 
(There were 42 groups of people involved, but we shall consider only a few.)

1. The Priests - they repaired the Sheep-gate. They were the first to be listed.
Neh.3:1

a. The Restoration of the Place of Sacrifice.

Note: "sheep-gate", so called because the sheep for sacrifice were brought in through this gate. 
Cf. John 5:2

"Eliashib" = God Restores, cf. Abraham in his Return to Bethel after Egypt.  
Gen. 13:1-4 cf. 12:8

Bethel, the place of sacrifice, was the point of his Restoration after his backsliding.

b. His Restoration commenced with:

i. A Rejection of Egypt.

Gen. 
13:1

ii. A Return to Bethel.

· A Return to the Beginning.

13:3

· 
A Return to the Altar.


13:4
· A Return to Bethel (= the House of God) "and there Abram called upon the Name of the Lord."

c. 
The Revival of Priestly Services – The priests were the first to start work.
Neh. 3:1

i. The People who are Priests.
Rev.1:6; I Pet. 2:5, 9

ii. The Place of Priests.

· As Holy Priests to Sacrifice  
- Worship
I Pet. 2:5

· As Royal Priests to Show forth  
- Witness.
I Pet. 2:9




Application:  As Priests, do we Render Praise and Adoration?











       Offer Prayer and Intercession?









  Experience Power in our Testification?

Con.: The spiritual aspect needs priority in the restoration of the local church. 


There is need for” repair” if Priests are not Worshipping and Witnessing.
2. The Goldsmiths.
Neh. 3:8 cf. Exo. 31:3, 4
Who were the Goldsmiths? – Divinely-called Spirit-filled and Spirit-gifted men
Exo. 31:2; 35:30; 31:3 


a. They were those who worked in "The Shadow of God" - Bezalel
Exo.31:1-5





As represented in Bezalel (= in the shadow of God.)







The workman of God must know...

i. The Shortage of Time in contrast to Eternity.
Job 8:9; Psa.144:4; cf. Eph. 5:15-17

ii. Where to Shelter from his Enemies.

Psa. 57:1; 36:7 cf. 17:8

iii. Where to Satisfy himself with renewed Energy.
Cant. 2:3; Isa. 32:2; 4:6

b. They were those who were Conscious of the Sanctuary of God - Oholiab
Exo. 31:6


as represented in Oholiab (= the tent of my Father, cf. II Cor. 5:1)


They were men Conscious of God's Indwelling and Conscientious to keep themselves…




Sanctified unto God:

i. 
We are the Temple of God.



I Cor. 3:16

ii. 
We are the Temple of the Holy Spirit.

I Cor.6:19

iii. 
We are the Temple of the Lord.


Eph. 2:21

c. They were those who were Stirred up of God as represented in …

i. They were the Wise-hearted:




Exodus 31:6

· Those who assisted in Priestly Ministry.
28:3

· Those who obeyed God's commands.
31:6

· Those who came forward to serve.
35:10

· The women played their part.


35:25

· Those who gave their all and their best.
36:1,2,5

ii. They were the Sensitive-hearted.


35:21,26

iii. They were the Willing-hearted.


35:22,29

Note: The Work of the Lord always involves the Heart.

d. What kind of Men were the goldsmiths?
Exodus 
i. 
They were Divinely-called out men.

31:2; 35:30

ii. 
They were Spirit-filled men.



31:3

*
Be Saturated with the Spirit.



Eph. 5:18

*
Sadden not the Spirit - Do what He wants.
Eph.  4:30

*
Subdue not the Spirit - Be what He wants.
I Thes. 5:19

iii. They were Spirit-gifted men.


Cf. Eph. 4:7,8,11


Con.: There is need for” repair” in the Church,

(1)
When there are Gifted men, but they do not come forward to build the Wall.

(2)
When the lives of Gifted men are not backed up by a Spirit-filled and Sanctified life.

(3)
When the most-gifted and the least-gifted are not involved side by side to rebuild the wall.

(4)
When gifted men are suppressed, and they cannot exercise their gifts.

Part 2

3. The Apothecaries or Perfumers.
Neh.3:8


(Perfumers or medicine - makers entrusted with the preparation of incense for the temple offerings.)

a. 
The Persons Involved - people skilled in "the art of the perfumer"
Exo. 30:22-28 (25)
Worship is an art to be cultivated by ....

i. The Sacrifice of Life: a life that exudes from the fragrance of His life in us.
Rom.12:1

ii. The Sacrifice of Lips: the lips that praise the excellence of His Name.
Heb.13:15

b. The Preparation they made. 
Cf. 30:25, 35

They prepared the incense and the anointing oil for service in the Tabernacle. Exo. 30:25, 35

Worship requires Preparation.

Jn. 4:24

i. Preparation of the anointing oil: Worship Him in Spirit, i.e. an Experienced Relationship.

ii. Preparation of the Incense: 
 Worship Him in Truth, i.e. an Established Revelation -

· No strange incense - Formal worship.
Exo. 30:9

· No strange fire - no Fleshly (will) worship
Lev. 10:1, 2

c. 
Their Presence at the wall - Worship is linked with and precedes Service.
Neh. 3:8


Con.:  There is a need for Repair of the Worship aspect in the Church when at the Remembrance Service...

(1)
There is Silence (Sanctuary or Cemetery?), when there are those who Serve.

(2)
Even when there is Participation, there is no Preparation.

(3)
When there is an Audience, but there is no Adoration.

4. The Rulers.
Neh. 3:9, 12

a. Their Personal Responsibility.
Heb. 13:7

i. They are examples in Word - who have spoken unto you the Word of God 

· Their Purpose to know the Word.

· Their Practice to teach the Word.

cf. I Tim. 3:2; Eph. 4:11
· To their Profit to use (or speak) the Word.

ii. They are examples of Faith - whose faith follow 

· Their Soundness in the   Doctrine of Faith.
· Their Spirituality in their Devotion to their Faith.
· Their Steadfastness and Determination in their Faith in God.

iii. They are examples in Life - Consider the outcome of their way of life
NIV


b. Their Pastoral Role

i. They have the rule (lead) over you - as Shepherds.   
Heb. 13:17a

ii. They watch over your souls - as Soldiers  
Heb. 13:17b

iii. As they that must give account - as Stewards.
Heb. 13:17c

c. The People's Responsibility.

i. Remember them.
Heb. 13:7

ii. Respond to them -- Obey and Submit to them. 
Heb. 13:17

iii. Recognise them.
I Thes. 5:12

iv. Respect them.
I Thes. 5:13
Conclusion: There is a need for “repair” when...

(1)
Elders behave as Lords and not Leaders.
I Pet. 5:3

(2)
Elders do the Work but do not know the Word.
I Tim. 3:2

(3)
When members do not Recognise them or Respect the work they do.
I Thes. 5:12, 13
5. The daughters.





Neh. 3:12

a. 
The Subordination of the Daughters.




cf. I Cor.11:3

i. The Principles for Subordination.


I Cor.ch.11

· The Place of the Son in Church Order.

11:3

· The Precedence of the Man.


11:8

· The Purpose of the Woman.


11:9

· The Presence of Angels.


11:10

· The Profit of Nature.



11:14

ii. .

The Practice of the Sign of Head-covering.


I Cor.11:6

· If uncovered, let her be shaved.

· If ashamed, let her be covered.

b.

The Silence of the Daughters.

i. The Command.

· Let your women keep silence in the churches.
I Cor.14:34

· It is not permitted unto them to speak.

14:34

· It is a shame for women to speak in the church.
14:35

· Let the woman learn in silence.


I Tim. 2:11

· But I permit not a woman to teach.....

· but to be in silence.



2:12

ii. The Causes (Reasons):

· It is in the Law.

I Cor.14:34

· It is consistent with their subjection.
I Tim. 2:11

· Adam was first formed.
I Tim. 2:13

· Eve first fell into sin.


2:14

· Provisions have been made for her.
2:15; I Cor. 14:35
iii. The Sphere of the Daughters.


· The aged women to teach the young.
Tit. 2:3,4

· To be keepers of the home.
2:4,5; I Tim.5:14

· To be examples in life and behaviour.
I Pet.3:1-5

· To be examples in dress.
I Tim.2:9

Conclusion: There is Need for Repair of the Role of the Women in the Church when,,,,


(1)
Sisters start to emulate the world in their Women's Liberation Movement.


(2
)
Mothers forget their roles in the home.

(3)
Signs of subjection in the church are gradually eased out.
6. The Levites.  (Those with special priestly ministry in the Sanctuary.)
Neh. 3:17 cf. Eph. 4:11

a. The Levites in the Tabernacle of God.

We are afforded a graphic portrayal of the respective operations of the evangelists, pastors 



 and teachers in the service of the three sons of Levi in connection with the Tabernacle service:

i. Gershonites carried the Tabernacle Coverings, Curtains and Cords for the Door, Court and Gate. 3:17, 25, 26 They are the Evangelists of the New Testament.

ii. Kohathites carried the Tabernacle furniture and vessels
3:17, 31

They are the Teachers in the New Testament.

Ct. Korah (Kore, Jude 11), a Kohathite, who rebelled against Moses and Aaron on the grounds that:-

· they had set themselves above the rest of Israel.

16:3,13
· Moses had failed to bring Israel to the Promised Land.
16:14
· They had abrogated the priesthood to themselves.

16:7-11

iii. Merarites carried the Tabernacle boards, bars, sockets, court pillars, sockets, pins and cords. 
3:17, 36, 37

They are The Pastors of the New Testament.

b. The Leaders in the Temple of the Lord.

i. The apostles} The foundation workers
- To Base the Building of the Temple on the Scriptures
Eph. 2:20

ii. The prophets} 

- Cf. Apostles’ doctrine
Acts 2:42

iii. The Evangelists
– cf. the Gershonites
- To Bring in the people through the Door.

iv. The Pastors 
– cf. the Kohathites
- To Build up the people (vessels) in the House of God. 
II Tim. 2:20

v. The Teachers
– cf. the Merarites.
- To Bond the people (boards and bars) in the Lord.

Conclusion:
There is need for Repair when....


(1)
These people do not play out their Roles and Responsibilities actively and effectively in the church.


(2)
There is a lack of such ministers.


(3)
There are the gifted people, but they dare not take up the responsibility.

7. The Nethinim. (= those who are given)
Neh. 4:31 cf. 3:26

Very little is known about them.  Their name means "those who are given."

a. The People called the "Nethinim" in Scripture.

i. Servants of the King listed together with the servants of Solomon?
Ezra 2:43, 55, 58; Neh. 7:46, 57

ii. Servants of the Priests appointed for the service of the Levites?
Ezra 8:20

iii. Servants in the Temple? Gibeonites who were the foreign prisoners like the children of Solomon's servants, the descendants of Canaanites.  They were assigned to be "hewers for the wood and drawers of water for the house of the Lord."
Josh.  9:23

b. The Place of the Nethinim in Israel.

i. They were listed among the Returned Exiles.
Ezra 2:43-58; Neh. 7:46-56

Insignificant service but listed among the faithful.

ii. They were the first to be enlisted for service.  When Ezra brought back a fresh party he sent to a place called Casiphia to obtain Levites and Nethinim.
Ezra 8:17, 20

Their part in priestly ministry was recognised.  All of them were mentioned by name.

iii. They had special cities reserved for them.
Neh. 7:73

They would have their own inheritance.

iv. They dwelt in special reserved places in the Ophel district near the Temple.
Neh. 3:26, 31; 11:21

Their dwelling place was near to the House of God.

v. They were among the first inhabitants who dwelt in their possessions –
I Chr. 9: 2; Neh. 11:3

Ever faithful and obedient to the Lord in possessing their possessions

c. The Part of the Nethinim in the Church.

i. The Gift of "Helps". (Note: Nethinim = those given)
I Cor. 12:28

ii. Phebe, the Helper of many.
Rom. 16:2

iii. Priscilla and Aquilla - Helpers in Christ Jesus "who laid down their necks" Rom. 16:3,4 ct. Neh. 3:5

Conclusion: There is Need for Repair when...

(1)
There are Christians who Clamour for Pulpit and Public Ministry, instead of functioning faithfully where the Lord has placed them.

(2)
There is a shortage of workers so that leaders have to do the other less significant tasks, and have no time to perform what they have been appointed to.

8. The Merchants.
Neh. 3:32 

Those who trade in Money and Merchandise.
Exo. ch. 35.


Cf. Those who gave for the construction of the Tabernacle. They gave...

a. Heartily - everyone whose heart stirred him up.
35:21

b. Willingly - everyone whom his spirit made willing.
35:21

c. Sacrificially - every man that offered an offering.
35:22

d. Cheerfully - whose heart made him willing.
35:29

e. According to Capacity - every man with whom was found...
35:23,24

f. According to Ability -
35:25,26

g. Corporately - both men and women.
35:22

h. Unitedly and Individually - every man and woman
35:29


Conclusion: There is Need for “repair” when....


(1) Every member is not giving his or her “tithe”.
Mal. 3:8-10


(2) Members are prosperous but the House of God is poor.
cf. Hag. 1:3-11

B. The Shirkers At the Wall.
Neh. 3:5

but their nobles put not their necks to the work of their Lord.


1. They Exempted themselves from the Work.

a. They had a High Opinion of Themselves 
- they were nobles.

b. They had a High Opinion of Their own Tasks.
- nobles could not be repairing!

i. They did not care for God's Need.
cf. Hag. 1:4

ii. They did not care for God's Name.
Neh. 5:9

iii. They cared more for their Necks.
Neh. 3:5 cf. Rom. 16:3, 4

2. They Exploited the Others in the Work.
Neh. 5:1-9

a. They could Stand and Stare while others Suffered.



b. They could Lend Money to make the Lot of others increase in Misery.

c. They were working out their Worth, while others were Working and Warring.
cf. Neh. chs. 3, 4

3. They should be Excluded from the Work.
Neh. 5:9

a. They were not Walking with God.



b. They cared not for the Work of God.

c. They did not have the Worth (Fear) of God.
5:9 cf. v. 15

C.  The Jerks at the Wall.
Neh. 4:10-12




They worked for a time but became discouraged because of......


(1)
the Effort of others.


(2)
the Effect of accumulating rubbish;


(3)
the Enemies that surrounded them.

1. These were the Talkers. 
Neh. 4:10

a. Judah said... Note Judah was the leader of the tribes (those who should know better).

b. Our Adversaries said... this is to be expected. 
4:11

c. The Jews who dwelt by them said...
4:12
2. These were the Doubters. 
Neh. 4:10a


They reported on the inefficiency of others yet refused to help.

a. They Disparaged the Doers.

b. They Discouraged the will-be Doers.

3. These were the Spectators.
Neh. 4:10b

a. They saw the poor condition of things but they refused to help.

b. "There is much rubbish so that we are not able to build."

Con. Are we Building the Walls of our Church to Withstand the Wiles of the Devil (Eph. 6:11); the Doctrines of Demons (I Tim. 4:1); cunningly Devised fables (II Pet. 1:16), Damnable heresies (II Pet. 2:1) against the onslaughts of the world today?

Are we repairing and restoring its Doors to prevent these Dogs and evil workers (Phil. 3:2) from entering its precincts? 

Are we Builders, Shirkers or Talkers only?

Let us rise up and build. Neh. 2:18
